Approved For Releage 2000/08Q9 : CIA-RDP79S010114000800040015-2

DEC 3 1952

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCL AGERCY
3 Ducember 1952
NIE=78

Proposcd changes in draft eirsulated 29 November 1952

I. Change title #0 read:

-

. ESTIMATE OF LIKELIHOOD OF G.NuRAL WAR WITHIN iHE NEXT DECADE
Lo e . l

II. For paragraph 3, substitute the followings
7 Although gencral wer is mot inevitable, we believe that in the

present world situation the odds are greater than even that general

war will come within the next deoades The cold war will soon

enter its eighth year. The armamenis race is intense.

Idcological differenses and the Iron Cwrtain prevent both

nornal diplomatic ncgotiation b.afween the governments and contact

between the peoples of the Bloc and of the Viest: This '

situation, if continued, will involve ever-increasing tensions,

with the likelihood that gepmeral war will result. There is

widespread fear of a war fought with atomic weapons, but

gimilar fears have existud bufore, and they have not prevented

war. T4t best, the existing hostility between the Soviet Bloo

and the Western nationms icaded by the Us will almost certainly

continue, The rulers of the USE;R assume that capitalism and

00.1 unisn cannot gontimue to co-u:dst_lmluﬂﬁitely, and that a

pescuful settlemsnt betwsen the Bloe and the Vviest 13‘imm831bleo
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The Cormunists acoept the possibllity of puriods of stalematu,
or uven of periods nhen retruat b.com.s a tuctical mceassiiy for
corrmunism, But it would bu unsafc to assume thut evun thu

rnost. eynical commnist would accopt a g.nural scttlemwnt with
the iest, or vvun a relaxation oi tunsion, eéxcept as a

terporary tactical mancuver,

III. Omit paragraph 10,

IVe Resmumber other pararraphs to conform with these proposed
Ohﬂga'o
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